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Literacy as .... 

 

‘the ability to read, write, use numbers, to manipulate 

information, to express ideas and opinions, to take decisions 

and solve problems, as family members, as employees, as 

citizens and as individuals that are lifelong learners’ 

  

 (Scottish Governement definition quoted in Tett, Hamilton, Hillier, 2006:46) 
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what are we talking about? 
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home      
 INDIVIDUAL   
   street 
 community 
     NETWORKS 
   urban life 
workplace 
   FAMILY 
  social roles 
      SOCIETY 
   political rights 



literacy...as a social practice 
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social practice...elements 
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social 
context 

literacies 

LITERACY 



literacy definitions < layers of language 

lit
e

ra
cy

 e
d

u
ca

ti
o

n
 in

 p
ri

so
n

 

1.TEXT 

2. COGNITIVE PROCESSES 

3. EVENT 

4. SOCIOCULTURAL & POLITICAL CONTEXT 

language 
substance 

mental 
processes 

observable 
context of 
production 

socio-
culturally 
available 
resources 



literacy...as a social practice 
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OUTER 
SPACE 

PRISON 

3rd SPACE 
 
BORDER 
SPACE 



literacy...public & private discourses 

lit
e

ra
cy

 e
d

u
ca

ti
o

n
 in

 p
ri

so
n

 

whose perspective? what definitions of literacy? 

perspectives 

policy 

media research 

personalities 

 inmates 

statistics 



illliteracy...public & private discourses 

research 

 inmates 

statistics 

SICKNESS 
 
 

HANDICAP 

IGNORANCE 

INCAPACITY 
 

OPRESSION 
 

DEPRIVATION 
 

DEVIANCE 

Barton, 1994 
Literacy 

TREATMENT 
 
 

REHAB WORK 

TRAINING 

THERAPY 
 

EMPOWERMENT 
 

WELFARE 
 

CONTROL 



literacy ...languge...limits of the world 
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1.TEXT 

2. COGNITIVE PROCESSES 

3. EVENT 

4. SOCIOCULTURAL & POLITICAL CONTEXT 

CLASHING 
DISCOURSES 

inmates 
crime 
punishment 

inmates 
deprived 
re-education 

‘used’ 

‘required reports’......’care for inamtes’ 



literacy...public & private discourses 
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whose perspective? what definitions of literacy? 

perspectives 

policy 

media research 

personalities 

 inmates 

statistics 



literacy...research 
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what definitions of literacy? 
New Literacy Studies 
David BARTON  
& Lancaster University Research Group 

research 

 inmates 

statistics 



literacy...research 
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people...people’s lives 

research 

 inmates 

statistics 



literacy...research 

lit
e

ra
cy

 e
d

u
ca

ti
o

n
 in

 p
ri

so
n

 

people...people’s lives...everyday life 

research 

 inmates 

statistics 



literacy...research 
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what definitions of literacy? 
reading, writing, numeracy...basic skills 

research 

 inmates 

statistics 



literacy...public & private discourses 
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whose perspective? what definitions of literacy? 

perspectives 

policy 

media research 

personalities 

 inmates 

statistics 



literacy...policy 

lit
e

ra
cy

 e
d

u
ca

ti
o

n
 in

 p
ri

so
n

 

what definitions of literacy? 

research 

 inmates 

statistics 
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what definitions of literacy? mainly basic skills 

research 

 inmates 

statistics 

EUROPE 2020....STRATEGIC BLUEPRINT FOR DECADE 
TO 2020 
 
...seeks to promote smart, sustainable and inclusive 
growth 
 
....one of the focuses of Europe 2020's 'smart growth' 
priority is education, including literacy, while the 
'inclusive' growth priority focuses on promoting high 
employment and reducing social exclusion, both of 
which are affected by literacy 
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what definitions of literacy? mainly basic skills 

research 

 inmates 

statistics 

EUROPE 2020....STRATEGIC BLUEPRINT FOR DECADE TO 2020 
 

...better literacy is a key enabler for reaching the goals of the flagship 
initatives 
 ‘youth on the move’ seeks to help better equip young people  for 
the job market – which includes boosting the literacy of the  less skilled – 
and to improve their education and training levels 
 ‘agenda for new skills and new jobs’ includes  literacy as an 
important part of the right mix of skills needed for success in the future 
labour market 
  ‘digital agenda for Europe’ recognises the role of digital literacy 
for empowerment and participation in the digital era 
  ’European platform against poverty and social exclusion’ 
proposes the development of innovative education for deprived 
communities to help lift them out of poverty and social exclusion 
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what definitions of literacy? 

research 

 inmates 

statistics 
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what definitions of literacy? 

research 

 inmates 

statistics 



literacy...public & private discourses 
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whose perspective? what definitions of literacy? 

perspectives 

policy 

media research 

personalities 

 inmates 

statistics 
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what definitions of literacy? ‘fight against Prisonisation’ 

research 

 inmates 

statistics 

‘ It is a silent battle, not with a recognisable 

enemy, but with our minds. To win we have 

to pamper our minds, cater for them, bribe 

them, keep them occupied or lose them. If 

you lose your minds, we lose ourselves and 

the battle. It is a battle I will not lose.’ 

Inmate serving long sentence, personal correspondence 

 in Anita Wilson, 2000 
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